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MICHELMAS TERM
Thursday 1 September 2022
Staff Professional Development Day

Monday 5 September 2022
Start of Michelmas term for all students

LATEST NEWS

To keep up to date with the latest
0150 2 7188 50
news and events from the School,
please remember that you can
follow SET Maidstone and Causton
School on Twitter: @SETMandC.
Please also check our website for
regular updates, and our Facebook and
Instagram page, just search for SET
Maidstone and Causton School on
Facebook and Instagram.

SAFEGUARDING
Should you have any safeguarding
concerns, please
contact:
Mrs Brunning
Designated Safeguarding Lead
01394 283375/ 01394 283374
or for more information please visit:
www.maidstoneandcaustonschool.org.uk/
for-parents/guidanceinformation/safeguarding/
SET Maidstone and Causton
School’s named safeguarding
trustee is Mr Richard Lane

Here we are at the end of another year in school, what a full year of
hard work and exciting activities in school we have had.
Staff have worked hard to continue to embed the new PSHE and
Humanities curriculums and I have seen the children really enjoying
their learning. Reading continues to be at the forefront in every class
and I have been blown away by the conversations I have had with
the children about books they have enjoyed reading, what they are
looking forward to next in their reads and the new language they
have come across whilst reading. We were very grateful to an
anonymous donor who gifted the school £2000 to purchase new
books for class reads, this made a huge difference to the amount
and quality of diverse books we have been able to introduce in each
class. I was really pleased to see how hard our children in Year 1
have worked on their phonics, they all did incredibly well during
their phonic checks. Year 2 and Year 6 also completed all their
SATs and took the whole week in their stride and for the first time
Year 4 took part in their multiplication checks - well done to all
children for doing their best.
This term we have enjoyed a return to the Year 6 residential which
was a huge success. It was lovely to see the children supporting each
other and enjoying all the activities on offer including climbing, rope
swings, canoeing and bike riding. I saw lots of our children achieving
goals they set for themselves whilst on the trip and I know the staff
were immensely proud of all of them. As a whole school we
enjoyed celebrating the jubilee week, the whole school completed
activities and learnt about the legacy of our Queen before finishing
with a delicious whole school picnic!
In preparation for next year we continue to move ahead with all the
plans for the merger of the two sites and will be opening our new
primary school, SET Felix Primary School, to all children on Monday
5th September. During the Summer work will take place on the
Reception and Early Years / Key Stage 1 specialist provision classes
as well as outside areas. It is an exciting time and I know staff are
very much looking forward to having all our children on one site. As
part of our new school offer you will be able to access new wrap
around care before and after school and clubs including choir,
cooking, sports and drama. We will also have new curriculum offers
including French for years 3 and 4 and Music lessons in Years 1 and
2 as well as our specialist Art and PE teaching.
In the meantime I hope you all enjoy a restful and enjoyable Summer
break.
Ms Lucy Thompson
Head of School

BEE CROFT - HIVE CLASS
What a fantastic year Bee Croft have had! We have had lots of changes in terms of new faces both with
the children and adults, but every child has coped amazingly well and we have had lots of fun! We have
had lots of sensory experiences, craft activities, and opportunities for multisensory learning. We have
been following the TEACCH approach each day, and every child has a personalised tray to work from
which includes a range of phonics, maths, mark making, fine motor skills and sensory activities.
In the spring term we looked at growing and we all planted sunflowers! We explored lots of Nick
Sharratt books, our favourite being Caveman Dave! We did lots of Attention Autism bucket time, and
we all loved foam splats!
In the summer term we have been exploring minibeasts and the outside world. Lots of water play and
time to explore the outside areas, which has been a firm favourite for a lot of the class. We have done
lots of printing with different objects and shapes, and we have focussed on mark making and cutting skills.
We have also been working on our social skills and playing alongside our classmates, by engaging with
messy play, and role play.
Every single child has developed new skills, and their personalities are beginning to really shine through!
We are so proud of the progress that everyone has made, and we have had so much fun this year!

BEECROFT - MEADOW CLASS
We are so proud of the progress and achievements that all the children have made this year! We have
magical wow! Moments every day when the children achieve something for the first time and these are
celebrated.
The children have grown in confidence, independence and resilience throughout the year which has been
wonderful to see.
Our learning activities take place through group Bucket Time, individual TEACCH trays, child led
exploration and personalised interventions. The emphasis is on fun and engagement!
We focus on a book of the week/fortnight and carry out creative, sensory and learning activities.
In the Spring term we looked at Nick Sharrat books like “Caveman Dave” and “Don’t put your finger in
the jelly Nelly!”
Some of our books this summer term were The Very Hungry Caterpillar and Dear Zoo which the
children become very familiar with. As the weather improved, we have used our outside areas more for
water and sand play. We have enjoyed climbing, balancing, jumping and ball skills on the apparatus in PE
in the hall twice a week, and our Daily Mile “Running Time around the playground. We are learning our
sounds for reading and writing through daily phonics sessions and have been exploring numbers, 2D and
3D shapes in maths.
We hope you all have a lovely summer break and we’ll see you again in
September!

RECEPTION - ZEBRA CLASS
We are incredibly proud of the achievements of the Zebra class children this year. They have worked
hard and are showing us that they are confident, capable, interested and resilient learners who are ready
to continue their school journey into year one.
In the Autumn term, Zebras made a flying start with our Marvellous Me topic. We took lots of
opportunities to work on communication and language by talking about ourselves and our families. We
also used stories such as ‘The Colour Monster’ to explore our feelings and strategies to manage our
emotions.
In the Spring term, we focused on exploring the Arctic regions, this allowed us to take part in lots of
‘understanding the world’ activities exploring ice and its properties. We also compared the Arctic regions
to the United Kingdom and explored light and dark. We read lots of stories linked to these themes, one
of our favourites being ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers.
We celebrated pancake day with a pancake party and discovered the Easter story in our RE sessions. As
the weather grew warmer, we planted beans, sunflowers and observed the bulbs beginning to grow in
our garden.
This term, we have been discovering the creatures that share our planet and our EYFS garden! We have
looked for ladybirds and researched their life cycle using information texts. We had some tadpoles come
to visit our classroom and enjoyed watching them grow into newts! Most recently, we have learnt about
her majesty the Queen and have taken part in jubilee celebrations. We were fabulous at singing the
National Anthem at our jubilee picnic!
What a fun packed and busy year we have had! Throughout all the topics we have covered, the children
have worked incredibly hard and we are immensely proud of them. We know that they will continue to
develop their inquisitive minds and develop their skills in Year One. Well done Zebra class!

YEAR 1 - PANTHER CLASS
What a wonderful year we have had! We have learnt so much and worked really hard, our adults are all
so proud of us.
During autumn we learnt about non- fiction reports and wrote about the changes that we saw during the
season. In December, we read lots of Christmas poems and had a go at writing some of our own. We
learnt to add and subtract, using lots of visual aids to help us.In our history lessons, we explored the first
flight and in ICT we learnt about how to keep ourselves safe when using the internet.
In spring we spent time looking at writing letters to characters and instructions, we also had a go at
writing stories and poems, they were lots of fun. In maths we have been developing our understanding of,
fractions and statistics, we had to think really hard about this! We have also enjoyed exploring plants in
science, Christianity in RE, invasion games and team building in PE, we have enjoyed lots of singing in
Music and we have enjoyed looking at mechanisms and painting in Art and DT.
This term we have enjoyed working on our setting and character descriptions and including exciting
vocabulary to make our work more interesting in English. We have been continuing to improve our
measure and time telling skills in maths and have explored data. We will continue to work scientifically in
science and explore seasonal changes. We will finish off the year exploring Judaism in RE. In PE we will be
learning all about athletics. In Art we will spend time looking at textiles and cooking and nutrition in DT.
We have had a super year in Panther Class and we know you will continue to grow and thrive as you
move into year 2, well done Panthers.

YEAR 2 - LION AND TIGER CLASS
What an action packed, fun filled year it has been for year 2. We have learnt about so many things and
the grown-ups in school are really proud of us!
Back in the autumn term we loved writing our own version of the Julia Donaldson story, Tiddler, and
came up with some amazing excuses of why we were late for school! We also enjoyed writing Christmas
poems towards the end of term and came up with some super similes too.
After Christmas we continued to learn lots in our maths lessons and spent some time learning all about
multiplication and division. We made and then drew arrays to help us. We have also been practising
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. Some of us are also whizzes at counting in 3s too! We are definitely ready for
year 3 in September.
This term in our History lessons we have loved learning about The Stone Age and the Neolithic period.
Did you know that people that lived a long, long, long, long time ago are called our ancestors?! Another
fun fact we learnt is that in The Stone Age people used every part of the Mammoth - their hair for
clothes, bones for tools and their meat to eat! We have enjoyed creating some artwork to help us
remember these things.
We thoroughly enjoyed our work celebrating The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, our portraits of the Queen
are fit for a gallery and our letters were incredible too!
What a year, well done to all of year 2…you are all superstars!

GOLDCREST
Goldcrests have covered so many exciting and interesting topics this year.
We started our year with a Geography theme looking at volcanoes and rainforests.

Rainforest
playdough

We commemorated
remembrance day with a
poppy themed “buckets
session, where we all
managed to sit for 1
minute silence.

We returned in January refreshed for the excitement of
Christmas and enjoyed studying the book George's
Marvellous Medicine. We really enjoyed the
anticipation of what was going to happen next to
Grandma.

We are rounding our year up looking at life cycles and non fiction texts. We will be growing Butterflies
and releasing them into the wild!

ROBINS
We have thoroughly enjoyed this school year being able to complete it with minimal interruptions. Our
children have excelled in their resilience and pride which they have taken in their learning tasks.
Maths has seen us
cover topics from
fractions, to time.
Multiplication and
division as well as
many other content
areas.

In English, our children have progressed
with using interesting vocabulary and
worked hard on their grammatical and
punctuation whilst steadily growing in
confidence across the school year. We
have also honed our acting skills!

Science has seen many budding scientists in the making and our children have enjoyed numerous
experiments including studying evaporation and condensation.
We have enjoyed some school trips out where we have played bowling against
other schools and shown what excellent sportsmanship the whole class has. Our
children enjoyed Jubilee week where we were able to celebrate with an exciting
collection of arts and crafts activities as well as a Jubilee party.
To close the term children will be inviting parents in to celebrate their
achievements as well as have their own awards ceremony in celebration of a great
school year.

YEAR 3 & 4 - KINGFISHERS, PUFFINS & DOVES
We started off the year by completing a DT topic on
pop up books and cards. The children enjoyed looking
through examples of pop up books in small groups.

In Art the Kingfishers
have been creating
mono printing, they
created designs on
fabric.
We have enjoyed
learning about time in
Maths
And in science we
learnt about light, we
used boxes to help us
explore what happens
to light.

The children have used a range of resources to help with their
maths learning this year and enjoyed lots of graffiti maths using the
tables to draw on.

Puffins have enjoyed a couple of school trips this year which have been to
the beach and to the Wolsey Theatre for a science experience.

In the Summer Term, we celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee and completed lots of
great artwork. One of the activities involved blowing paint around the Queen’s
head to create a silhouette.

YEAR 5 - OWLS AND WRENS CLASS

In Wrens, we've been
growing potatoes

We've been growing
butterflies as well

YEAR 6 - EAGLES AND KESTRELS CLASS
Year 6 enjoyed an amazing activities week. Lots of the children went to Thorpe Woodlands and did lots
of adventurous activities.

STUDENTS' ACHIEVEMENTS

Alyssa has raised £250 for the Princess Trust from donating her hair - well done Alyssa!

STUDENTS' ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Kayla S who's winning tropical design was created in on of the bedrooms at the
showhome in Trelawny Place!
Kayla won a £50 Amazon voucher and on 31st March 2022, she visited the show home to see her
design in person. Needless to say, Kayla was amazed and a little speechless by the outcome of the
design. Kayla's design was based around the Amazon, with lots of plants and animals featured; including
parrots, monkeys, flamingos and a caterpillar - all of which were in the room!

follow us on
@SETMandC

Contact us...
We welcome your news, comments and feedback
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