Week commencing 08 november 2021

Fa m i ly B u l l e t i n
Welcome back to all of you. As we return into the second half
of this term back in school I have been reflecting on how well
the children returned and settled back school after such a
turbulent period for them all. Some of our children have not
had a full school year for the last 2 years and they have done
so well to settle back into their learning in new classes and
year groups - I hope they all enjoyed a well earned rest during
half term.
Just before half term the house tokens were checked on each site and
I am pleased to announce the results:
For SET Maidstone
1st - Storey House (red) 387 points
2nd - Bader House (yellow) 362 points
3rd - Tancred House (blue) 356 points
4th - Attenborough House (green) 300 points

For SET Causton
1st - Tancred House 233 points
2nd - Storey House 191 points
3rd - Attenborough House 151 points
4th - Bader House 142 points

This means the overall house winner for the first half term is Tancred House - congratulations!
Mrs Gardiner will be leaving SET Causton at the end of this term to begin a new teaching job as a
tutor for the charity Lapwing. Mrs Gardiner has been a member of the teaching staff and extended
senior leadership team for several years and will be missed by us all, especially by the children in
Owl Class.
We are fortunate to be welcoming Mrs Humphries to teach Owls and Year 5 English from
January 2022.
Over the last few weeks you have heard from members of the senior leadership team, some new
faces and others that have been supporting our families and community for several years. This week’s
message from SLT comes from such a member who most of you will know, Mrs Brunning. As our
Pastoral Support Manager Mrs Brunning is an integral part of our school community.
Have a lovely week.
Mrs Thompson
Head of School
Inside this week: Focus Class of the Week - Zebras > Covid guidance > Parent Information
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It has been so lovely to feel like we are finally getting back to 		
some normality at school at long last following a long period of
lockdown and bubbles!

				
				
				

We have been able to all get together at both schools to once
again enjoy class assemblies and sporting events which I know
have been missed.

At Maidstone, the children have been learning about ‘Inspiration’ and enjoyed hearing about
18 year old Emma Raducanu who has inspired many youngsters to play tennis following her
great achievement in winning the US Tennis Open!
They also learnt about Captain Sir Tom Moore who was a great inspiration to us all by
raising £33 million for NHS charities leading up to his 100th birthday!
This week, we also sent a team of children to Langer Primary to take part in the Paarlauf
races and compete with the other Felixstowe primary schools which was thoroughly
enjoyable. We came a very respectable 4th in what was a very close contest!
We have also had more great results from the Girls Under 11’s Football Team who enjoyed
the football competition at Whitton and continue as unbeaten runners up! Well done girls!
This week, Miss McRae (Pastoral Support Team) has been very busy at both schools,
supporting the Young Carers and continues to meet with them weekly to do activities and
to talk about their experiences of being a young carer. Next week she will be getting the
group together from Maidstone and Causton to complete an afternoon of fun Halloween
activities. I’m looking forward to seeing the results!
Mrs Brunning
Pastoral Support Manager
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What a brilliant start Zebras!

focus class of the wee k
We are so impressed with the way in which the Zebra class have started their journey in SET
Maidstone. Although they have only been in school for 6 weeks, they are showing brilliant
enthusiasm towards their learning and are remembering to follow our school rules: ‘Ready,
Respectful, Safe.’

This half term we have been exploring the topic
‘Marvellous Me.’ As part of this topic we have a
class ‘Marvellous Me’ box. The children have been
taking it in turns to take the box home to fill with
items that are special to them.
They then tell their friends all about the items they have chosen. The children
have spoken confidently and clearly to each other and have shown great respect when
listening to each other. It has been a lovely way for us to get to know each other as a class.

This week in Zebra class we have been talking about
‘People who help us’ and we have been reading the story
‘The Hospital Dog’ by Julia Donaldson.
We talked about doctors and nurses as real life superheroes
as they are there to help us if we are poorly or hurt. We made
our own superheroes by carefully rolling cardboard into a
cylinder, we then used scissors to snip hair for our superheroes.
These activities help to develop fine motor control.
In our literacy lesson we practised using the letter sounds we have learnt so far to write captions on
our superheroes capes. We think you will agree that our superheroes are pretty fabulous!

In maths this week we have been exploring the
number 4 using our Numberblocks maths
mastery sessions.
We used square shapes to make flower pictures with
four petals and four leaves. Did you know that a square has four
equal sides and four corners?

In Zebra class we take part in Read, Write Inc phonics sessions every day.
We recap the sounds that we already know and then learn a new sound each day. We have
been using special sayings to help us to form our letters correctly.

We practise our letter formations in lots of different ways. Have a look at our super letter
formations on the Interactive whiteboard.

We share our learning regularly on the Seesaw app so remember to check this every
day if your child is in Zebra class.

Well done Zebras!
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Our continued thanks go to all staff, pupils and families for your support in following the protocols in
place to maximise COVID-19 safety in our school and wider community. In-line with information shared
prior to half term and Suffolk County Council guidance, current arrangements in school are as below
with the next review point Monday 15 November.

facemas k s
Unless exempt, staff are to wear facemasks in communal indoor areas. Essential external visitors to the
school site will be expected to wear facemasks at all times and we ask that you support us by wearing a
face mask on site during drop off and collection.

ha n d sa n itisi n g
Pupils and staff to sanitise hands on arrival at school and at the end of each lesson.

v e n tilatio n
As previously, windows and doors will be kept open across the school. Pupils may wear suitable layers or
thermal items underneath their school shirt and our school uniform jumper until further notice.

yea r g roups
Pupils will attend assemblies in phases instead of the whole school until further notice.

For further queries or support, please click here to view the most recent full Government
guidance, updated 11 October 2021,
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pa r e n ts e v e n i n g
You will have received your child’s Autumn term update. If you would like to speak to your child’s class
teacher about this or have any questions please contact them on SeeSaw to book a phone consultation.

ha rv est festi val
Thank you to everyone who contributed food donations for our Harvest festival in relation to
Reverend Clarke’s Harvest festival assemblies.
I dropped these off to St. Phillip’s Community Hub and these will be used in the Tuesday pop up shop.
Here is some information about it:
“Every Tuesday we host a pop-up shop for the BASIC charity in Felixstowe. We operate from St Philip’s
Church Hall in Wadgate Road. It serves the local community with food and essential items with no
qualifying criteria. If you would like to come along, doors open at 11am.”
For more information visit the BASIC website here:
https://www.basic.org.uk/pop-up-shops
Thank you again for your support and a big thank you to Reverend Clarke for coming in to talk to the
children on both sites about Harvest.
Mrs Hearn

maidstone office: 01394 283375 / maidstoneadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org
causton office: 01394 283374 / caustonadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org

Inspiring, enabling and celebrating each and every young person’s personal best

