MBA/LTH
xx August 2021
By email

Dear Parent/Carer
Return to School Arrangements for September 2021
We are very much looking forward to a sense of normality returning again in September and
welcoming Reception, Year 3, Year 6 and children in our Specialist provisions on Friday 3rd
September. All other pupils in Years 1,2,4 and 5 officially return to SET Maidstone & Causton
from Monday 6th September.
Below you will find important information about our plans for September. Please ensure you
read this information carefully and your child is fully informed about the changes.
As the country moves to Step 4 of the Roadmap, the government has provided a useful guide
for parents about the proposed changes to COVID-19 restrictions and its implications for
schools which can be found here.
Please be aware that whilst we have deliberately waited to publish our plans, these
plans are subject to any potential changes in government guidance and any local
restrictions being put in place at the request of Public Health.
From September the Government is proposing that:
●

It will no longer be necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’) or to
keep groups apart as much as possible;

●

Face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in
classrooms or in communal areas;

●

Schools and colleges will no longer be expected to trace close contacts;

●

Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within
schools. Therefore, schools are being asked to continue to complete LFT tests for all
staff.

Control measures will continue to focus on the following areas:
● Ensuring good hygiene for everyone;
● Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes;
● Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated;

● Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of
COVID-19;
● Contingency planning to include resuming some COVID-19 restrictions in the event of
changes to the local or national situation or at the request of Public Health.
School day
As such we are proposing to return to the structure of the school day which was in place before
the pandemic and re-establish our culture and routines as well as some of the core aspects of
our wider provision. Please see below for a reminder of timings of the school day:
SET Maidstone

SET Causton

Mainstream pupils can arrive at school
between 8.45 and 8.55

Mainstream pupils can arrive at school
between 8.30 and 8.55 entering through the
canteen

Reception to use side gate and head straight
to class
Year 1 and 2 to use pedestrian gate and
enter via red doors from playground

Please ensure if you are dropping your child
off at school you enter via the pedestrian
gates and leave as soon as your child is in
the building

SU pupils arrive via dedicated entrance at
9.15

SU pupils arrive via dedicated entrance.
Robins at 9.00 and Goldcrests 9.15

Pupils will continue to sanitise their hands upon arrival at school, and hand sanitising facilities
will be accessible at break and lunch;
The structure of the school day will return to that which was in place before the pandemic
(see website for details).
Pupils will no longer need to be kept in bubbles.
Mainstream pupils to be collected at 3.10

Mainstream pupils to be collected at 3.25

Reception parents / carers enter via side gate
and collect from class garden area

Parents / carers enter via pedestrian gates,
through gates onto the playground.
Class collection points will be signposted

Year 1 and 2 parents / carers enter via
pedestrian gate and collect from playground

Goldcrests pupils to be collected at 2.45

SU pupils to be collected at 2.45

Robins pupils to be collected at 3.00

At present it remains the case that anyone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or who
has tested positive must not attend school. If your child has symptoms or if someone in their
household develops symptoms you should not send them to school; you should book a PCR test
and notify the school of this. Please follow the usual absence reporting system by ringing
reception by 8:30am. You should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what
to do.

Pastoral Care and Guidance

Sometimes young people need an increased level of advice or support. Your child’s class
teacher is their first point of contact for any questions or concerns. We also have a fantastic
and dedicated team of Pastoral Assistants who oversee pastoral support and guidance for each
class. If you would like to speak to your child’s teacher or a member of the Pastoral team
appointments need to be booked in advance, so please speak to a member of the admin team
for further information. If you have any worries or concerns about your child, we would
encourage you to contact your child’s class teacher.
School Equipment
A reminder that all pupils should be in full school uniform in September. We are very proud of
our pupils’ appearance. PE can now be brought into school and remain there for the half term
for each lesson. Staff will ensure pupils bring kits home each half term to be washed.
We will be continuing to supply all the equipment your child needs for their learning, please do
not send your child to school with a pencil case. Please ensure that your child bring their
reading book and diary and a water bottle to school every day. By limiting the amount children
bring into school, it helps us to clean the school more efficiently during the day.
To ensure our uniform and presentation standards remain high, please make sure your child
has the correct SET Maidstone & Causton PE kit. Further details can be found on our website
here. All branded uniform items are available to buy from the School office.
Sometimes the weather during the autumn term can be unpredictable so as always it is really
important all students have a suitable waterproof school coat.
PSHE and Careers
The academic curriculum at SET Maidstone & Causton is further supplemented with a
comprehensive and coherent PSHE and careers programme. Our PSHE curriculum is delivered
throughout the year, utilising some lesson time, assemblies and tutor sessions. During their
time with us, students will develop their understanding of various different themes and topics
including respectful relationships and friendships, physical and mental wellbeing, internet
safety, keeping safe and the law and maintaining good health. Our PSHE provision also includes
RSHE (Relationships, Sex and Health Education). Further information including our updated
PSHE and RSHE overview will be available on our website in the coming week.
The PSHE topic for this term for all our children is ‘New Beginnings and Positive Relationships’.
The start to the Michaelmas Term
A quick reminder of the arrangements for the start of the new academic year:

Staff Training days

Wednesday 1 – Thursday 2 September 2021

Tuesday 4 January 2022

Monday 25 April 2022

Thursday 21 July 2022

Term dates

Michaelmas Term 2021

Friday 3 September

Start of term for Reception, Year 3, Year 6 and
Specialist Units

Monday 6 September

Start of term for all other Years

Monday 25 – Friday 29 October

Michaelmas half term

Friday 17 December

End of Michaelmas Term

Lent Term 2022
Wednesday 5 January

Students return to school

Monday 21 – Friday 25 February

Lent half term

Friday 8 April

End of Lent Term

Trinity Term 2022
Tuesday 26 April

Students return to school

Monday 2 May

May bank holiday

Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June

Trinity half term

Wednesday 20 July

End of Trinity Term

Further questions
We are aware this is a great deal of information to read. If you have urgent questions, you can
email maidstoneadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org / caustonadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org
or contact your child’s class teacher.

Kindest regards

Mrs Lucy Thompson
Head of School

Mr Mark Barrow
Chief Executive Officer

