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Dear Parents/ Carers    

I am writing with further details as to how we will be welcoming all children back to school. 

The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased since lockdown 3, the vaccine 
programme and the NHS ‘Test and Trace’ system is up and running. As a result, the 
Government asked schools to plan for all children to return from 8th March and the great 
news is that we will be open on Monday 8th March to ALL pupils! 

As you would expect, we have spent a great deal of time ensuring that we have followed 
the Government’s guidance about the full reopening of schools which can be found here. 
We have put in place a number of arrangements to ensure we continue to minimise 
spreading the virus whilst delivering a full curriculum for our pupils. In addition, the 
Government continues to provide a useful guide for parents about the re-opening of schools, 
this can be found here: What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, 
schools and colleges. 

We feel certain that our School is as safe as it can possibly be and we want to welcome back 
every single one of our pupils. We will be working together to ensure that our School is a 
safe place to work and learn, and that we minimise the risk of spreading the virus so that 
we can remain open and minimise disruption. Pupils will have to take much greater 
responsibility for their conduct than ever before and parents and carers their responsibility, 
particularly in relation to the NHS ‘Test and Trace’ process. 

I am also acutely aware that some families might be anxious about their children returning, 
but I want to assure you that our priority is keeping staff, pupils and families as safe as 
possible and continuing to work towards the very best outcomes and whilst this letter may 
not answer every question you may have, I hope it covers some key points to help reassure 
you. We have also created a new page on our website for quick reference to any documents 
and useful information related to re-opening, including this letter. Please visit: 
www.maidstoneandcaustonschool.org.uk 

 
Following the successes of our most recent bubbles in school, we are continuing with the 
plan below. It is important to note that we will review our organisation and procedures and 
make changes to ensure the safety of children and staff following any changes from 
Government guidance.  

http://www.maidstoneandcaustonfed.co.uk/


 

 
Only those at the highest risk should now be shielding and we will need evidence 
in school for your child’s absence.  
 

Reception - 
Zebra 

Class bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit. 
Enter through side gate to 
playground. Out by playground 
double gates. 

Year 3/4 - 
Puffin, 
Kingfisher 
Dove 

Year group bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit. 
Enter through Deben and Orwell 
corridor 

KS1 - Lion, 
Panther, 
Tiger 

Class bubbles x 3 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit. 
Enter through pedestrian gate to 
playground or front door depending 
on class using one way system out 
by double gates. Children in red 
doors met by staff 

Year 5 - Owl, 
Wren 

Year group bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit. 
Enter through Orwell corridor  

Bee Croft Class bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit. Enter through dedicated Bee 
Croft entrance, met by staff 

Year 6 - 
Eagle, 
Kestrel 

Year group bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit. 
Enter through Deben corridor 

Robins Class bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit.  
Enter through dedicated Robins 
entrance, met by staff 

Goldcrests Class bubble. 
Staggered arrival, play, lunch and 
exit.  
Enter through main school 
entrance met by staff 

 

Catering 

● Usual school dinner menu available 
● Packed lunches can be brought to school in containers that can be wiped clean / washed 
● Dinners will need to be paid for in the normal way unless entitled to Free School Meals - 

Breakfast, snack and lunch available. All food must be pre ordered in class 
● Food to be consumed in bubble areas - classrooms, canteen, lunch room and hut 
● Water bottles can be brought to school, must be taken home and washed daily. One use bottles 

will be disposed of each day at school. 
● Staggered playtime and lunchtime, lunchtime to include 30 mins outside play 

Children 



 

● Come dressed in full school uniform  
● On days when children have PE, they will need to come to school in their full PE kit. PE kits will 

not be kept at school so they can be washed between PE sessions 
● Scooters and bikes can be brought to school and must be stored in the bike areas 
● No toys to be brought into school 
● Book bags and coats will be stored in class boxes not in shared cloakrooms 
● Have own space at a row of tables and will be given a pack of resources 
● Routine hand washing upon entry to school and throughout the day 
● Reinforced hygiene rules regarding sneezing and tissues, lidded pedal bins in classrooms 
● Sick and unwell children will be isolated in one small designated area supervised by adult in PPE 

until parent arrives 

Cleaning 

● Cleaner on duty in school all day 
● Steam cleaners used to clean high touch areas throughout the day 
● Cleaners in school at the end of the day 
● Cleaning hub set up in school 
● All bubbles have their own cleaning resources 

Safety 

● Staff and children will not be required to wear PPE unless circumstances are required. 
● All adults on site must wear face masks in all communal areas 
● If a child or staff member becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in school 

and needs direct personal care until they can return home. Full PPE should be worn by the 
supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained.  

● The child or staff member will be sent home  
● If contact with the child is necessary, then gloves, an apron and face mask will be worn by the 

supervising adult. If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for 
example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection will also be worn 

● Any child or adult in school showing symptoms will be requested to take part in the test and trace 
system. A positive test result may result in the closure of the corresponding bubble. 

● Any child or adult with family members who show symptoms should self isolate along with family 
members within the household. They will also be part of track and trace and a positive result may 
result in bubble closures.  

● The main symptoms remain the same; 
1. A temperature of 37.7 or higher 
2. a new, continuous cough 
3. A loss or change to the sense of smell or taste 

 

Learning 



 

● All curriculum expectations for each year group continue  
● Children will take part in progress checks and quizzes to support staff in planning for gaps in 

learning  
● Targeted intervention for catch up 
● No end of year national tests in 2021 
● Seesaw will continue for all year groups to share learning in school 
● Remote learning will continue for those who have to shield or isolate 

Parents 

● To remain outside the building at all times 
● To adhere to Social Distancing - 2m apart 
● Must wear a face mask when on the school sites 
● Arrive at allocated time please don’t group together outside the school 
● Arrival and departure must be prompt, as no crossover of the ‘Bubbles’  
● Late arrivals will be admitted after the last bubble has entered the building 
● To keep your child with you by holding hands if necessary when dropping off and collecting 
● Avoid bringing other family members and siblings when dropping off and collecting unless 

absolutely essential 
● When your child has gone into school please leave the site promptly observing Social Distancing. 
● Be contactable at all times and be prepared to collect your child immediately if you are contacted 

by the school 
● To inform school in the normal way if your child is not attending and the reason why 
● Have 3 emergency contacts on their data collection sheet 
● Inform the school immediately if your child or anyone in your family is showing symptoms of the 

Coronavirus, this includes any others you have come into contact with 
● To complete the Seckford Education Trust Portal 
● Contact the school via phone or email with any questions or concerns 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank parents, carers and families for your ongoing 
support. We appreciate everything you have done for your children at home and the love 
and care you have provided over the last 3 lockdowns. I would also like to thank our staff, 
LAB members and Trustees who have worked so hard during these difficult times. 

Whilst school will still feel a little different, the heart of our school has not changed. I feel 
confident that our pupils will rise to the challenge on their return.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Lucy Thompson                         Mark Barrow 
Head of School    Chief Operating Officer 


