
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School
Miss Urey and I met remotely last week to discuss how we are 
supporting you all with continued learning during this most recent 
lockdown. All the staff in school have been working so hard to ensure 
that each year group curriculum is still running smoothly and to 
schedule. The work started this year with Steve Mastin on humanities 
is also continuing and we have been really pleased to see the high 
number of our pupils engaging in their learning remotely and in school. 

Hopefully some of you will have received a special certificate on 
your email for your child’s efforts at home and for those in school 
the recognition postcards were delivered. 

In the last week with the help of Mrs Girling, Miss Urey and I have 
been completing lateral flow testing in school for groups of staff. 
This has been quite an experience, Miss Urey spent time setting up 
the community room into a testing bay and processing site. She then registered all the staff, staff 
carried out the swab on themselves and I processed the tests. We have completed 48 tests in 
total all of which have been negative. From next week all staff will be completing lateral flow tests 
at home twice a week to ensure we as a school are supporting track and trace and to support me 
in continuing to make sure our school and community are as safe as can be during this time. 

With regard to staff testing please ensure you read the letter which will be sent via parentmail 
about the processes following outcomes of tests. 
Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs L Thompson, Head of School

 
Children and staff recognition 

This week, I would like to recognise Ms Cook for being a great team player and supporting 
the smooth running of the school.  Ms Cook was based in the office and then changed roles 
to Deputy SendCo recently.  However, in lockdown Ms Cook has been stepping in and 
supporting the office team and completing her own role alongside this. Thank you!

Secondly, I would like to thank Mrs Thompson for ensuring we all stay safe in these strange 
times and ensuring we are COVID safe and doing everything needed.  You are great at 
keeping up with all of the changes and news and ensuring we implement these. Thank you!

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Little back from maternity leave, 
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it has been lovely to see you back.  We have also had new members of staff starting with us 
so I would also like to welcome Mrs Reeve who is our new Admin Assistant and Ms McRae 
who is joining the Pastoral team.

As we all know, lockdown is a hard time for everyone and this can be for different reasons.  
This week I asked Rocki in year 6 how he was and he answered and then asked me how I 
was!  This was a lovely action by Rocki so I would like to thank him for being so kind and 
lovely.  Thank you!

Miss J Urey,  
Deputy Head of School

What has bee happening in school?
Reception - Learning based around the story, The Gruffalo.



KS1 bubble has been learning about 
early flight. 

Learning about money

Making Lego aeroplanes.



Beecroft have been learning about materials

Year 3 and 4 have been labelling 
trolls for their writing. 

Year 5 and 6 art



Picture news jigsaw 
activity about things 
which are important 
to us.

Year 6 mad inventions

Daily PE challenge

Remote learning 



Parents information

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Free School Meal Vouchers will be sent to all 
eligible parents on the following dates; 

● 21st January 

● 4th February 

● 11th February 

If your child is attending school, as a vulnerable 
pupil or a pupil of a critical worker, then your 
child will receive a meal at school and not a 
voucher. 

Keep safe, 

Lynne Friston 
Trust Administration Manager

I’ve been made aware of a couple of apps that 
may be helpful for parents & carers.  They both 
provide ways for you to access free food within 
our community.  Please have a look at the apps for 
yourselves to see if they are worth downloading.  I 
would be interested in some feedback from you 
with your experiences of using them!
OLIO - this is an app to help prevent food waste 
and is a way to share perfectly good food from 
businesses and other people that would otherwise 
go to waste.  Here is the link   
https://olioex.com/.  I’ve had a look at this is 
definitely active in Felixstowe and Ipswich.
TOO GOOD TO GO - this is another 
food waste saving app that is linked to hotels, 
restaurants, takeaways etc so people are able to 
access free food & meals that would otherwise be 
thrown away even though they are perfectly edible 
but would not be viable after a certain timeframe.   
(I’m not sure how many local businesses are taking 
part in this one so it would be a good idea to 
have a look at the details on the website before 
downloading the app).  Here is the link   
https://toogoodtogo.co.uk/.
Helen Brunning 
Pastoral Support Manager &  
Safeguarding Lead

What Is Pink?
by Christina Rossetti

What is pink? A rose is pink
By the fountain’s brink.
What is red? A poppy’s red
In its barley bed.
What is blue? The sky is blue
Where the clouds float through.
What is white? A swan is white
Sailing in the light.
What is yellow? Pears are yellow,
Rich and ripe and mellow.
What is green? The grass is green,
With small flowers between.
What is violet? Clouds are violet
In the summer twilight.
What is orange? Why, an orange,
Just an orange!

We are running Lockdown 
competitions!

The first is for KS1 children:
Please read and respond to this poem,  
What Is Pink? by Christina Rossetti 
either with a piece of art (post to SET 
Causton Junior School, Maidstone Road, 
Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9ED) or write 
your own poem in this style and email to: 
caustonadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org 
FAO Mrs Hockley, by the deadline of 1st 
March 2021.

Please see the next page for our second - 
a Trust-wide competition for KS2 to enter.



 

Lockdown Poetry and Song Writing Competition
‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.’ Robert Frost

Seckford Education Trust is inviting you to express your thoughts, feelings and 
Lockdown experiences through the medium of poetry or song. 

Your poem, or song, must not exceed 30 lines.

We will award prizes in each of the following categories: KS2, KS3 and KS4.

The winning entry will be judged on the following criteria:

• Imagination

• Originality

• Flair

Top Tips:

•  Read lots! The poet laureate, Simon Armitage, wrote this poem inspired by Lockdown: 
https://www.simonarmitage.com/wp-content/uploads/Lockdown-by-Simon-Armitage.pdf

•  Poetry should be heard. Think about how your poem will sound when it’s read aloud. You can 
listen to lots of different poems here: https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/

•  Samuel Taylor Coleridge once said that, ‘poetry is the best words in the best order.’ Your 
poem doesn’t have to rhyme, but you must think carefully about the words you choose. Make 
sure each and every one serves a purpose.

All entries should be emailed to amellor@seckfordeducation.org.uk by the deadline of 1st March 2021

Good luck!

Abby Mellor

Lead Practitioner for English 
Seckford Education Trust


