05 January 2021

Dear Parents / Carers
You will have seen from last night's announcement by the Prime Minister that schools must
now move to remote learning until February half term.
School will be open to the following children -





Those whose parents are key workers
Those who have an EHCP
Those who are classed as vulnerable

In order for us to be able to prepare the learning spaces and register those who need to be
in school BOTH Maidstone and Causton will be closed to all pupils on Tuesday 5th January
2021.
You will shortly receive a parentmail form please respond as to whether your child will need
a place in school under one of the above categories by midday 5th January.
In school places will then start from Wednesday 6th January.

Thank you for your understanding and support.
Mrs Thompson

Ensuring teaching and learning continues during any Covid-19 interruptions
There are three scenarios that we are prepared for:
1. A small number of pupils being at home through self-isolation.
2. A small number of staff being away from work through self-isolation.
3. An enforced school closure for a period of time.
In the first case we will be ensuring that work is sent home via Show My Homework. Tutors
will ensure that this is coordinated at the end of each day for the following day.
In case two, staff members will be expected to produce work for their classes, and those
classes will be covered by other staff. Teachers in isolation will be expected to assess and
mark work digitally where practicable, particularly for exam classes.
Case three – closure of the school – is very unlikely. We will be guided by the
recommendations from government bodies and the context of our school community about
if and when this should happen. In this scenario, work will continue via Show My Homework.
Heads of department have been carefully preparing over the past ten days to ensure that
teaching and learning can continue as smoothly as possible in the event of any school
closure.
What you can do
We understand that all home setups are different but, as a guide, the following should be
put in place if possible.
• Access to a computer and internet connection in order to log on to Show My Homework /
other resources and access work.
• A printer and paper supplies would be beneficial.
• A desk space with few interruptions and distractions.
• Maintaining the semblance of a working day, perhaps following a timetable similar to the
school timetable for that day.
It is worth reiterating that case three is unlikely, but if it were to occur, we all – parents,
pupils, and teachers – would need to pull together to make the best of what would be a
very challenging situation.
Through these preparations, we can all help to reassure our children that we are ready for
any situations as they might emerge.
We will of course keep you updated with further news as we know more.

