Enjoy
Achieve
Thrive

Welcome
A Message from the Head of School
Welcome to SET Maidstone and Causton School. I am proud to
be the Head of School of two good schools where the children
are at the heart of everything we do.
I am passionate about education and ensuring SET Maidstone
and Causton is the best school it can be which is why we value
working in partnership with our children, our parents, our
trustees and our community.
Ofsted identified that we ‘work effectively as a team to promote
the school’s ethos: ‘enjoy, achieve, thrive’.
Here we want all our children to be secure and happy to learn.
Our ethos of enjoy, achieve and thrive is implemented in all the work we do in school. We
have a drive to ensure all our children are respectful and are high school and life ready.
I look forward to meeting you soon
Mrs Lucy Thompson

Vision
With children at the centre of all we do our aim is for the school to work in partnership
with the parents and children to find the most successful way for each pupil to:

Enjoy

Achieve

Thrive

Enjoy and become a
successful learner

Achieve and become a
confident individual

Thrive and become
a valued member of
British society

Values
Enjoy and become a successful learner who:
• Enjoys learning and develops an enquiring mind;
• Is motivated, confident and independent learners;
• Has research and problem solving skills.
Achieve and become a confident individual who:
• Can form and maintain relationships and work independently or in a team;
• Is aware of their strengths and areas to develop;
• Can set themselves goals and work to fulfil their potential;
• Take risks and can feel a sense of achievement;
• Has self-esteem;
• Can deal with change and uncertainty.
Thrive and become a valued member of British society:
• Have a voice, join in and feel valued;
• Is aware of and is able to express their own feelings and has empathy for the
feelings of others;
• Behaves responsibly;
• Is aware of their rights;
• Takes pride in their own culture and is able to respect the culture of others;
• Make informed choices about health, relationships and behaviour;
• Are treated as unique and individual citizens;
• Is able to reflect on experiences which are personal and full of wonder.

Maidstone School Environment
The school is based in a Victorian building on a site that includes a large playground, trike
track and grass garden area. There are three main play areas that include a wide variety
of play equipment including our tyre park, dino wall and trim trail. Children often visit
Causton to use the outside space including Forest Schools area.

We are proud of our library that is used to effectively promote a love of reading in school
and enhance the children’s learning. The library is open each week for shared reading with
families.
Staff have worked hard to develop our Thrive area in school which now includes a messy
Thrive room, a quiet play space and our sensory room. Children have access to the space
individually or in groups for timetabled and ad hoc sessions.
Session
Times
8.45am
9.00am
10.30am
11.00am
12.00pm
1.10pm
2.45pm
3.10pm

Activity
Doors to school open and children make their way to class for morning
activities
Register is taken and morning lessons begin. Rolling snack in EYFS
Morning playtime and snack in KS1
Second session of lessons begin
Lunchtime
Register taken and afternoon lessons begin
Assembly
End of school

Causton School Environment
The school is set in spacious grounds, which include a forest schools
area, a playground and a large field. There is a wide variety of fitness play
equipment to suit all year groups and to promote active play.
We are proud of our food studies room which is used to
enhance nurture support. It is used on a daily basis for
breakfast club and cooking throughout the day, it also
features heavily in the ‘Great Causton Bake Off.’
The dedicated Thrive room is used daily for
timetabled and ad hoc sessions. It is used to support individuals
and groups of children to engage them in developing their
social skills through the use of sensory and nurture activities.

Session
Times
8.30am
9.00am
10.15am
10.35am
12.00pm
1.00pm
3.00pm
3.25pm

Activity
Doors to school open and children make their way to class for morning
activities
Register is taken and morning lessons begin
Morning playtime
Second session of lessons begin
Lunchtime
Register taken and afternoon lessons begin
Assembly
End of school

Our Journey
Maidstone Infant school and Causton Junior school became a Federation in September
2014. Since then the schools have thrived and continue to be judged ‘Good’ by Oftsed
(2018) From the start of the academic year in September 2019 Maidstone and Causton was
the first primary school to become a member of the Seckford Education Trust. We now
work as one school as SET Maidstone and Causton.
Stage
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage)
Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)
Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)

Age
4 and 5 years
5 to 7 years
7 to 11 years

Curriculum
EYFS
National
National

We have recently implemented ‘Seesaw’ throughout school which provides immediate
access to parents and guardians via an app to see what their children have been working on
during the day.

Transition and Induction
At both sites transition is planned for at each stage: joining the school, moving to a new
year group, Year 2s moving to Causton, moving to other schools, moving to Key Stage 3
and/or moving to a specialist provision. We offer trial sessions, visits to new settings and
can tailor our programmes to individual needs.
We have a number of opportunities for children at Maidstone to visit Causton throughout
the year. This may be for sporting events, to watch plays or to take part in arranged
activities. This gives the children the opportunity to visit Causton with their current class
and teachers early on in their journey through the School.
Most of our Year 6 children move on to Felixstowe Academy when they leave Year 6. All
children moving on to any high school have an induction day where they meet their new
teachers, and find out about life at high school.

Uniform
Maidstone and Causton have a school uniform, it is compulsory. We believe the children
look very smart and they are proud to belong to their school.
We ask that all items of clothing (coats, shoes, PE kit, uniform etc) should be clearly named
so that it is easier to return to their owner. From September 2019 the children will only be
allowed to wear a sweatshirt or cardigan with the School logo.
Top
Bottom
Socks, tights
Jumpers, cardigans
Summer dresses
PE Kit

White polo shirt
Plain grey skirts, pinafore dresses, trousers
Plain grey or white
Bottle green logo sweatshirt
Green white check
Printed logo t-shirt, black shorts, plimsolls or trainers

We would advise against wearing jewellery (rings, necklaces, bracelets, watches) for health
and safety reasons. No jewellery can be worn during any PE session or Clubs.

EYFS Experience
The Curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYES) has its own specific curriculum. The EYFS
ends when a child leaves Reception and joins Year 1. The Early Learning Goals state the
standards a child is expected to reach by the end of EYFS, these goals are set out in seven
areas of learning.
At SET Maidstone Infant School we aim to offer a holistic approach to learning within
the Early Years, understanding that individual children have different abilities, interests
and needs. We plan opportunities for development in each of the seven areas of learning,
understanding that these areas need not work in isolation from one another. All areas are
delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities.
Area of Learning
Prime Areas
Personal, social and emotional development
Physical development
Communication and language
Specific Areas
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design

Aspect
Making relationships
Self-confidence and self-awareness
Managing feelings and behaviour
Moving and handling
Health and self-care
Listening and attention
Understanding
Speaking
Reading
Writing
Numbers
Shape, space and measure
People and communities
The World
Technology
Exploring and using media and materials
Being imaginative

Lessons are taught through practical, play based activities using the ‘characteristics of
effective learning’ where adults complete observations on the children’s successes and areas
of need. Observations are loaded onto Target Tracker link which can be accessed online, as
the observations are collected over the year this creates your child’s learning journey.

KS1 and KS2 Experience
The School offers a broad and exciting curriculum, which is underpinned by the
Programmes of Study in the National Curriculum and our values for the children to enjoy,
achieve and thrive at school. Year group teachers carefully plan cross-curricular topics
and the children will gain experience of working individually, in groups or as a whole class
depending on the activity.
The National Curriculum covers subjects in Area of Learning
Aspect
English
Reading and phonics
Writing
Science
Enquiry and investigation
History
Local and British history
Geography
Physical, natural, local and international geography
Computing
Computational thinking, skills and programming
PE
Physical exercise
Health and wellbeing
PSHCE
Personal and relationships understanding
Social and citizenship skills
Health and wellbeing
RE
Christianity
Judaism
Sikhism
Art and DT
Artistic techniques and the study of artists
Music
Rhythm

Extra Curricular Activities

Across the School we organise visits to places of interest that relate to or enhance the
learning in the classroom and we occasionally have visitors come in. There is often a charge
to parents for these activities, if there is a significant shortfall in funds then the trips or
activities may not be viable.
There are a wide range of activities that take place after school hours including sporting
events and clubs.
We run WOW days linked to topic areas of learning which are used to enrich the children
understanding of their learning. At Causton enrichment afternoon is run every Wednesday
where children take part in activities such as forest schools, singing, sports, enterprise, eco
schools, writing, chess, science and RE.
Children also have the opportunity to go on a residential trip to Thorpe Woodlands when
they are in Year 6.

SEND

We cater for a variety of special needs because of our nurturing and supporting
environments. We host 3 Specialist provisions, one on site at Maidstone for Reception
to Year 2 children who have moderate to complex learning difficulties and two on site at
Causton. At Causton the specialist provisions are a communication interaction class and a
cognition and learning class. All specialist provisions require the children to have an EHCP to
access a placement.
We strive to support all children in our schools. We work closely with the Behaviour Support
Service and staff are trained via the Dynamis training programme for behaviour support and
Positive Handling. Staff also have training in Anger Management, Speech and Language, Forest
Schools, SEND reforms, Attachment, Autism Spectrum Disorder ( ASD), Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder(ADHD), Dyslexia, English as Additional Language (EAL).
For details on Suffolk’s Local Offer: http://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/localoffer.
page;jsessionid=37B5A0AAB76B49 E4DEAB522B57D03E0A?localofferchannelnew=0

Admissions

For more information on admissions, please refer to the booklet ‘Schools in Suffolk’, which
will be given on application for a place at the school for the start of Reception and Year 3.
Parents who make a late application will be considered after those received by the deadline,
according to the criteria listed in the ‘Schools in Suffolk’ booklet. It is necessary to apply at
each stage of transfer for any school, which is not your catchment area school. Web chat
is the quickest and easiest way to contact School Admissions, Monday to Friday 9.00am to
4.30pm. The chat with us button will appear in the right hand corner when someone is
available to talk to.
Email: admissions@suffolk.gov.uk 						Call: 0345 600 0981
For in year applications and applications to Years 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 please contact the schools
directly.

Attendance

To ensure attendance is increased both schools celebrate attendance through certificates
(both class and individual) Attendance figures are displayed in both schools to encourage
the children to attend. We use breakfast club as a successful measure to impact on
punctuality and attendance. Attendance is closely monitored and the school works with the
Education Welfare Officer.

Safeguarding

Every child has the right to be safe from harm and danger. It is everyone’s responsibility to
ensure every child is free from fear and able to learn in safe and secure environments. It
is important to have good communication between school and home, please let us know
about any changes at home that might affect your child’s behaviour. We have procedures
in place to safeguard children and a senior designated lead to support this. There is also
a governor with specific responsibility for ensuring that agreed procedures are always
followed.

P.T.F.A.

SET Maidstone and Causton School has a PTFA known as the ‘Friends of M&C’. All parents
automatically belong to this most supportive group when their children join the school.
Social and fund-raising activities are held throughout the year. Newsletters and a calendar
regularly inform parents of forthcoming events. An Annual General Meeting is held at the
beginning of the autumn term.
Committee members meet regularly and parents are invited to contact any member. They
will be pleased to have any suggestions and ideas.
Over the years, the Friends have funded apparatus, computers, printers, books, equipment,
the stage system – the list is endless.
The school is extremely grateful for the hard work of the Friends and for all parents who
always support the Schools so generously.

Contact Details
SET Maidstone Infant School,
Maidstone Road,
Felixstowe,
Suffolk
IP11 9EG

SET Causton Junior School,
Maidstone Road,
Felixstowe,
Suffolk
IP11 9ED

Telephone: 01394 283375
Fax: 01394 276956
Email: maidstoneadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org

Telephone: 01394 283374
Fax: 01394 286867
Email: caustonadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org

Absence line: 07703 883500

Absence line: 07703 883503

Graded GOOD by OFSTED (July 2018)

Graded GOOD by OFSTED (December 2018)

