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This has been a busy term in school. We 
are enjoying settling into the new spaces in 
Bee Croft, Goldcrests and Robins that were 
developed over the Summer. Miss Urey and 
I have looked at the work children have 
been doing this term in English, History and 
Geography. We were pleased to see a great 
start to the year; children have been busy 
learning about Romans, the moon landing, 
Ancient Egpyt and Tudors, to name a few. 

Children have risen to the challenge of being back in school, with 
positive attitudes to learning. We will, of course, continue to 
support those children, who have not found it as easy through the 
use of Thrive, staff support and continued partnership with families. 

As a reminder our three school rules are - Listen respectfully, Talk 
respectfully and Act respectfully. We have also made great progress 
in our positive recognition in school. I have heard so many adults 
recognising children’s respectful attitudes and the improvement 
in behaviour around school has not gone unnoticed. Children 
are keeping themselves looking smart during the day and walking 
through school nice and quietly - well done.

I am very proud of the effort all our children have put into the 
particular projects and events in school, such as the art work and 
learning on the topic of Remembrance and the amazing amount 
raised for Children in Need. 

We are looking forward to the start of a new term and year, as I 
am sure most people are wanting to say goodbye to 2020. 

Mrs L Thompson, Head of School
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Important Date!

Tuesday 5 January

Students begin 
Lent Term

Safeguarding
Should you have any safeguarding concerns, please

contact Mrs Brunning Designated Safeguarding Lead on
01394 283375/ 01394 283374 or for more information 
please visit www.maidstoneandcaustonfed.co.uk/impor-

tant-information/safeguarding/.
Maidstone and Causton School’s named safeguarding

trustee is Mr Richard Lane.

Latest News
Twitter

Facebook
Website

To keep up to date with the latest 
news and events from the School, 

please remember that you can follow 
Maidstone and Causton School on 
twitter: @SETMandC. Please also 
check our webpage for regular 

updates, and our Facebook page, 
just search for SET Maidstone and 

Causton School on Facebook.



Our Curriculum
A year ago, SET Maidstone and Causton decided it was time to develop the 
curriculum with a focus on humanities.  The Senior Leadership Team attended 
a curriculum PD day at SET Ixworth and the journey began!  An Educational 
Consultant, Steve Mastin, attended our schools in February 2020 to look at the 
humanities curriculum.  From there, we have been extremely busy designing the 
intent for the new humanities curriculum and considering the implementation 
process.

The implementation began in the Summer term of 2019/2020 and all teaching staff had a Zoom training 
session to introduce the new curriculum, the pedagogy behind the changes and the plan for moving 
forward.  Steve Mastin, the Educational Consultant,  and Jess Urey, Curriculum Lead, recreated a long term 
plan for the History and Geography curriculum with a view to creating key links across.

Following this, the Year 3/4 teachers had group Zoom training on the techniques and approaches for high 
leverage teaching.  The main curriculum is focused around a high quality text with core knowledge and 
vocabulary being the key to all of the sessions.  The children in Year 3/4 have worked on Ancient Egypt for 
history and rivers for Geography this term.  Year 5 teaching staff have now had the same training and will 
be working on Roman Britain in the Spring term 2020/21.  The impact seen so far is based on children 
completing high leverage tasks which focus on the core knowledge and vocabulary for the topics.  

The next phases are for the Year 1/2 and Year 6 teachers to have the same training at the end of the Spring 
term, ready to action it in Summer 2020/21.  We are also looking at how to further develop the curriculum 
in the SU provisions.  The teachers have already set up long term plans with links to our new long term 
plan for mainstream children.  

In the long term, the vision is that children build on their core knowledge and vocabulary, therefore making 
links each year and the information being transferred from the short term memory into their long term 
plan.  This in turn will have a positive impact on comprehension due to the children building on their 
vocabulary knowledge and understanding.  It has been and is an exciting project which in turn relates 
strongly to teaching and learning in the classroom across all areas of the curriculum, helping our children to 
be the best they can be!

Miss J Urey, Deputy Head of School

Christmas Jumper Day
We had great fun on our Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11 December. We raised £138 for Save the Children!



Bee Croft Class
Bee Croft class have enjoyed looking at their Autumn environment through their individual Autumn glasses. 
They have talked about their senses (‘I hear crunching’) and enjoyed listening to the indoor rain experience. 
We have washed Autumn fruit and explored the textures of natural objects.

Over this term we have looked at Morag Hood books and enjoyed  ‘I am bat’  and thought about light and 
dark in our life experiences.

One of the favourite Morag Hood books of the term was ‘Colin and Lee, Carrot and Pea’. Frozen peas in a 
balloon pass, creating a pea cake, listening to peas trickle and developing construction skills like Colin the 
carrot whilst developing the skill of following instructions rolling and moving (like Lee the Pea).

Zebra Class

Investigating 
Light and Dark.

Careful 
counting.                                                             

We used our thumb 
prints to sign up for our 

class promises.                                                         

Can you make 
it balance?



Lion Class
Year 1s have been busy practicing counting, reading and writing their numbers to 20. We have also begun to 
look at the place value of two digit numbers. Some year ones began to record place value using dienes. 

Tiger Class
We have been so busy this term in Tiger class. In PE we have been developing our ball skills and learning 
new ways to move the ball and move with the ball. In Maths we have been doing lots of work on Place 
Value, ordering numbers, representing numbers and addition and subtraction. We celebrated November 
5th with some beautiful firework pictures using a range of media. In English we have been exploring lots of 
stories and writing alternative versions. In Geography we have been exploring countries and continents, we 
even got to try some scones, they were yummy! In science we have been exploring materials and learning 
about the properties of the materials, we then made Harry O’Hay and Betty O’Barley to test out which 
material would keep them dry. 

In Science we have been learning about materials. We conducted an experiment into 
which materials were waterproof and which were not. We wanted to find a material 
to make an umbrella out of for Betty O’ Barley and Harry O’Hay. We found the only 
material from the ones we tested that did not let any water through was the plastic.

We celebrated 
November 5th with 
some lovely firework 
art pictures using 
pastels and glitter!

We have been 
Practising our ball 
skills in P.E.



Panther Class

Year 1 have been 
busy learning about 

place value.

Iona has read an 
amazing 100 times 

at home!

We used paint to 
experiment with 

pattern.

Goldcrest Class
We made our own 
icing to decorate 

biscuits.

We enjoyed eating 
croissants together on 
European food day.

We created lots of 
different patterns 

in Art.

Robin Class
Room 1

Learning to 
recognise coins.

Writing a joint 
dinosaur poem 

after finding out 
about dinosaurs.

Practicing our fine 
motor skills.

Room 2

Robins 
learnt about 
Remembrance 
Day and its 

importance. They 
then produced 

their own 
Remembrance 
Day poems.



Puffin Class

Investigating components in circuits.

Dove Class
The children have worked hard since half-term, being very active particularly in History, science and PE! 
We’ve written poetry, stories and information posters in English and made our own ‘Iron Man’ music.

Kingfisher Class

We have been using Islamic patterns as inspiration for our 
own pattern designs. We selected our favourites then used 

watercolours to paint them.

We made a 
mummy as part of 
our Egypt topic 
- we then made 
a sarcaphagus 
and buried our 
mummies in a 
tomb!

How does Acid affect 
our teeth! A very smelly 
experiment with eggs 
and vinegar…. 

Making a 
human model 
for our human 
digestive 
system!



Owl Class

Using our 
pencil for 
different 
sketching 
effects. 

Marching in 
formation like 
Roman Soldiers.

Using words taken 
from a text to paint 

an image. 

Working 
together in 

Maths.

Kestrel Class

Kestrels have been doing some 
beautiful writing and editing 

carefully!

We enjoy collaborating in ICT 
and challenging each other in 

Times Table Rock Stars!

We have been 
thinking about 

diversity and what 
makes us different 
from each other. We 

are all unique!

Art inspired by 
Chris Ofili.



Wren Class
Science: 

separating 
mixtures by 
filtering. 

Roman soldiers in 
a battle.

Wrens have seen the 
Malamander!

Subtracting 
games in 
Maths.

Contact us...
We welcome your feedback, news and comments.

01394 283375/ 01394 283374
maidstoneadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org / caustonadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org

SET Maidstone Infant School, Maidstone Road, Felixstowe IP11 9EG / SET Causton Junior School, Maidstone Road, Felixstowe IP11 9ED

Eagle Class

Making 
periscopes to 
demonstrate 
how light 
travels in 

straight lines.
Our Tudor 

Day.


