
Assessment in Early Years

The EYFS seeks to provide:
• A secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned 

around the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed 
regularly.

Assessment plays an important part in helping us to recognise children’s progress, understand 
their needs, and to plan activities and support. Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the 
learning and development process. It involves us observing children to understand their level of 
achievement, interests and learning styles, and to then shape learning experiences for each child 
reflecting those observations.

Our Approach to Assessment

Assessment should have a purpose at every level:
• Pupils should get relevant feedback on their learning;
• Parents should get an accurate sense of their child’s development as well as areas where 

they can support;
• Teachers should be able to use assessment to support planning and meet the needs of 

pupils;
• Leaders and teachers should be able to use assessment as a tool for monitoring progress 

and attainment;
• Governors and leaders should be able to use data to monitor and evaluate the work of the 

school.

If you would like to learn more about how we assess pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
at SET Maidstone Infant School, please talk to any member of the Early Years Team.

At SET Maidstone Infant School we use a document called ‘Early Years Outcomes’ to identify 
the developing knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children need if they are to 
achieve the Early Learning Goals. These statements are used throughout the year to highlight 
your child’s development and identify areas where they may need further support.

We make a note of our observations and record any significant barriers on a Class assessment 
List to give an overview of the range of abilities in the class and to inform future planning.

We provide an Autumn Term Report to parents, summarising your child’s learning and 
development.

We provide a Spring Term Report to parents, detailing your child’s development in each of the 
seven areas of learning.

We provide an end of year Summer Term Report to parents, detailing your child’s attainment in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.
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